
PhD IN ECONOMICS 
AND FINANCE
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For more information on the program, courses and the 
admission procedures, please visit our website 
www.unibocconi.eu/phdeconomicsfinance 
Or email Angela Baldassarre, our PhD Administrative 
Assistant, at infophd@unibocconi.it.

The following are also available to answer your questions 
on the three curricula tracks: 
Mariano Max Croce, PhD Program Director and Head of 
the Finance curriculum at mariano.croce@unibocconi.it 
Marco Ottaviani, Head of the Economics curriculum 
at marco.ottaviani@unibocconi.it
Peter Pope, Head of the Accounting curriculum 
at peter.pope@unibocconi.it



SELECTION CRITERIA
Bocconi aims to select students with 
high academic potential. Admissions are 
decided by the Admission Board and the 
assessment is based on a wide range of 
criteria, including: 
• English language competence (pre-

requisite);
• Curriculum vitae;
• Academic record (certificates with final 

grade, if provided, and list of exams 
with grades);

• International graduate admission test 
scores (GMAT/ GRE);

• Statement of purpose;
• Reference letters;
• Other relevant information  

(e.g. publications).

Applications should be submitted online 
from 1 October 2019.
The application deadline is  
15 January 2020. 
However, early applications are 
encouraged.  

Bocconi University offers a 4-year 
full-time program designed for highly 
qualified and motivated students 
who wish to acquire world-class 
research skills relevant to economics, 
finance, and accounting. 

The program is multidisciplinary in 
nature and features three tracks 
(curricula) – economics, finance, and 
accounting – linked by a common core. 

In the first year, students attend 
core courses that develop a broad 
set of theoretical and empirical skills 
relevant to advanced research in 
their chosen track. In the second 
year, students follow advanced 
core courses offered in their field of 
specialization, and also choose from a 
wide range of electives. 

The second year also sees students 
starting work on their first research 
paper. 

The third and fourth years are largely 
dedicated to thesis research work, 
but students are expected to enrich 
their studies by attending the regular 
research workshop series presented 
by internationally renowned internal 
and external faculty.

Bocconi places high weight on 
advising, mentoring and supporting 
students throughout their studies, 
and especially in preparation 
for the international job market. 
Opportunities exist for students 
to enhance their development and 
network through short visits to other 
leading overseas universities. 

Our PhD classes benefit from the 
interaction among students from all 
over the world, with backgrounds 
not only in economics, finance 
and accounting, but also other 
quantitative disciplines such as 
engineering, mathematics, physics 
and statistics.

JOB MARKET 
AND PLACEMENT
The PhD program is designed to 
lay the foundations for successful 
international academic careers. We 
place great emphasis on preparing 
students for the international academic 
job market. However, the research 
skills and competences developed 
during the program also open up 
career opportunities in central banks, 
governments, international organizations, 
investment banks and asset management 
companies. The tutors and career service 
of the PhD School are always available to 
assist candidates.
In the last few years our students have 
been hired by prestigious schools 
including Harvard Kennedy School of 
Government, the London School of 
Economics and Political Sciences, London 
Business School, University College 
London, Queen Mary University London, 
Toulouse School of Economics, ESSEC 
International Business School, University of 
Alicante; and by international institutions 
including IMF, World Bank, OECD, Bank of 
England, Bank of France, Bank of Portugal, 
Bank of Italy, National Bank of New 
Zealand.

FACULTY
A sample of senior faculty members 
acting as instructors or advisors in the PhD 
program includes:

• Political Economy, Institutions  
and Development 
Maristella Botticini, Diego Ubfal, Eliana La 
Ferrara, Tommaso Nannicini,  
Salvatore Nunnari, Selim Gulesci, Mara 
Squicciarini, Guido Tabellini

• Macroeconomics and Public Finance 
Vincenzo Galasso, Francesco Giavazzi,  
Luigi Iovino, Marco Maffezzoli, 
Tommaso Monacelli, Nicola Pavoni, 
Roberto Perotti, Paola Profeta, Tom 
Schmidt, Dmytro Sergeyev, Antonella 
Trigari 

• Time Series and Financial Econometrics 
Francesco Corielli, Sandra Fortini, 
Massimo Guidolin, Massimiliano 
Marcellino, Luca Sala

• Microeconomics, Decisions and Games 
Pierpaolo Battigalli, Simone Cerreia-
Vioglio, Alfredo Di Tillio, Nenad Kos,  
Fabio Maccheroni, Massimo Marinacci, 
Marco Ottaviani, Fernando Vega-
Redondo

• Applied Microeconomics and 
Microeconometrics 
Jerome Adda, Tito Boeri, Valentina 
Bosetti, Francesco Decarolis, Chiara 
Fumagalli, Simon Görlach, Thomas Le 
Barbanchon, Paolo Pinotti, Gianmarco 
Ottaviano, Michele Polo, Julien Sauvagnat

• Asset Pricing  
Massimiliano Croce, Carlo Favero, 
Christian Jensen, Florian Nagler, Fulvio 
Ortu, Claudio Tebaldi

• Corporate Finance and Banking 
Elena Carletti, Paolo Colla, Nicola 
Gennaioli, Nicola Limodio, Thorsten 
Martin, Fausto Panunzi, Stefano Rossi, 
Hannes Wagner

• Accounting, Disclosure and Regulation 
Miles Gietzmann, Peter Pope, Annalisa 
Prencipe

• Auditing and Corporate Governance 
Ariela Caglio, Angelo Ditillo, Annita Florou 

Bocconi faculty members publish 
regularly in leading international journals 
and are also active members of the 
international academic community.

ABOUT BOCCONI 
Bocconi University, founded in 1902, was the first Italian 
university to grant a degree in economics. For over a century, 
Bocconi has played a leading role in Italy’s social and economic 
modernization. It has remained true to its founding values of 
being a major research university, with democratic values and 
open to the world, as well as being financially and politically 
independent. As the 21st century unfolds, Bocconi continues to 
contribute to the advancement of European higher education 
by teaching business and economic knowledge to prospective 
managers and researchers from all over the world.

www.unibocconi.eu

ABOUT MILANO
Recognized as the Italian financial and industrial capital, Milan 
also has a rich history of art, design, fashion and cuisine. It is a 
vibrant and bustling city, a great place to live for thousands of 
students and young professionals who enjoy a wide range of 
cultural and entertainment opportunities.

www.unibocconi.eu/aboutmilan

UP TO 16 PhD FELLOWSHIPS ARE 
AVAILABLE, PROVIDING FULL 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT DURING  
THE FOUR YEARS OF STUDY. 
RESEARCH GRANTS AND 
TEACHING ASSISTANT POSITIONS 
ARE AVAILABLE AFTER THE  
1ST YEAR.


