
 

 

Bocconi University, Milan 
PhD School 

 
PhD in Social and Political Science  

 
Call for Applications  

 
The PhD in Social and Political Science at Bocconi University is a 4-year, full-time program 
designed for highly qualified and motivated students. 
 
A core theme of the program concerns the issue of inequality, its causes and consequences, 
both in the domestic and the international arena. The program provides unique multi-disciplinary 
training in theory and methods combined with an evidence-based approach. It emphasizes the 
interconnections between social and political science, recognizing that political processes, 
social dynamics and economic factors interact. Students will specialize in one or more of the 
core areas covered by our world-renowned faculty, including demography and population 
dynamics, economic history, international relations, gender, political science and political 
economy, public and global health as well as public administration and public policy 
 
In the first year, all students take a common set of courses to acquire or hone basic skills in 
mathematics, research methods and statistics, as well as develop a multi-disciplinary base of 
knowledge in the social and political sciences. Between the first and second year, students are 
expected to attend research internships where they will be working with one of our world-class 
faculty. The second year includes a common set of advanced courses highlighting state of the 
art research finding while paying attention to both social and political dynamics. The second 
year ends with a choice of three elective courses, giving students the opportunity to developed 
even more specialized insights. Students will then design and execute their own research 
project and produce a journal length paper. The third and four years are dedicated solely to 
dissertation research and include participation in a research workshop, participation in a field 
specific reading group, and attendance of department seminars with leading scholars from 
around the world. Students will be working closely with their mentors, and given practical 
training in implementing scientific research. In the third and fourth years, students will also have 
opportunities for international exchange. At the end, students will be offered training in 
presenting their job market paper(s) and given advice about how to manage the job market. 
 
The program faculty is extremely active in international research and occupies a number of 
leadership positions in both research and policy formation arenas. In addition to publications in 
major academic journals, many faculty members serve on the editorial boards of world-leading 
journals or serve as consultants with international agencies. Faculty members have been and 
currently are the recipients of prestigious competitive research grants (e.g. from the European 
Research Council and the National Science Foundation in the United States). 
 
The PhD program is designed to prepare and foster careers either in leading academic 
institutions or in international think tanks; sub-, national, and supra-national governmental 
organizations; NGOs; and the private sector.  
 
 
Applications can be submitted by candidates of any citizenship who: 
-    have completed or are completing their graduate studies and 
-    have at least a “proven” B2 (CEFR) level of competence in English. 



 

 
For the PhD in Social and Political Science, the PhD School offers: 
- a maximum of 5 places with a fellowship 
- 1 place with a merit-based tuition waiver covering up to 100% of tuition fees  

 
 
Tuition fees for students without a fellowship or tuition waiver amount to € 15,000 for year 1 and 
2 and € 5,000 for year 3 and 4.   
A minimum of 60 total points out of 100 is required to be eligible for admission to the program. 
 
See the full official call published on the website www.unibocconi.eu/admissionphd for complete 
information. 
 
Applications are due by 16 January 2023. 
 
For more information about the program, its courses and the admission procedure, please feel 
free to contact our Program Assistant at infophd@unibocconi.it or visit our website at 
www.unibocconi.eu/phdsps 
 

 


